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ROTARY CLUB OF WEST EL PASO 
  P.O. Box 13164 * El Paso, TX 79913 
         Website: www.rotarywestelpaso.org 
            Email: westelpasorotary@elp.rr.com 

 
“Children are our most valuable resource.” - Herbert Hoover, 31st U.S. president 
"Children are likely to live up to what you believe of them." – Lady Bird Johnson 
=============================================================== 
Monday (December 3) Speaker – Alicia Rascon -  Chief Executive Officer/Latinitas Co-Founder. 
Latinitas is an organization which enables young Latinas to achieve personal and academic success through media and 
technology outreach to address the critical state of Latina girls today. Their programs include: After-School Clubs, 
Special Events, Camps, Teen Reporter Programs, and a Speakers Bureau. Learn more at: http://laslatinitas.com/.   
 
Alicia Rascon was born in Jalisco, Mexico and grew up in El Paso, Texas. She has been a development associate for 
the Austin Children’s Museum and has worked in non-profit and Hispanic media as a production assistant at National 
Public Radio’s Latino USA and as the director of communications for CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of 
Travis County. Following college, Alicia worked as a reading specialist for bilingual students as an Americorps 
volunteer and taught part-time for the Austin Independent School District. She graduated with a journalism degree from 
the University of Texas with a minor in Mexican American studies. 

Co-founder of Latinitas Magazine and Outreach, Alicia is dedicated to providing new opportunities to help Hispanic 
girls realize their potential. As Chief Executive Officer, Alicia manages the production of Latinitas magazine, program 
outreach and resource development for Latinitas. She also spearheaded Latinitas’ first pilot chapter in El Paso, Texas in 

2008. Alicia has volunteered throughout her life for numerous cultural groups including Kappa Delta Chi Sorority, 
LULAC, the Junior League Hispanic Mother/Daughter Program, and La Luz de Amistad. She is currently a member of 
the Junior Woman’s Club of El Paso. She has served on the board of Girl Scouts – Lone Star Council, Woman’s Fund 
of El Paso, El Paso Conference for Women and Elevated Arts. Alicia was awarded the Sor Juana de Inez award from 

the National Mexican Museum of Art, the Luz de la Comunidad recognition from the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce and as the National Hispana Leadership Institute Leader of Promise for her commitment to serving Latina 

youth. 
===================================================================================== 

 

Debbie Falknor – President of the “downtown” Rotary Club of El Paso is happy to announce that their Keynote 
Speaker will be former Dallas Cowboy and College Football Hall of Famer – Jay Novacek.  She really hopes that our 
Club will purchase a table and attend this year’s luncheon.  They are changing the format to be more interactive and fun 
for everyone! See details on the next page. 
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  President's Message (Our Club’s Strategic Direction – “Focus on Youth”) 
 
Youth – Do you remember when you were one? What were your hopes and dreams at that time? 
What did you want to be when you grew up? Who were your hero’s? Who did you look up to? 
What questions did you ask? What answers did you seek? Were you involved with sports, music, 
scouts, 4-H, church groups, reading, camps – what was it that helped mold you into what you are 
today? Finally – When was the last time you ask yourself these questions?  
 
How does all this relate to Rotary, and why is our club’s strategic direction so focused on youth? 
It’s very simple. They are the future. As Rotarians, and/or as parents, we need to give our young 
people more than just our money, and an occasional “pat-on-the back” – we need to give them 
our most precious commodity – our time.  How do we do that when so much of our time is spent 
working, doing chores, watching TV, going to parties, making money, etc., etc., etc. and your 
response is “I don’t have time for anything else – my schedule is already overloaded.” “I’m sorry, 
but I don’t have time to help with that Rotary Youth project – or I can’t take off work to be a 
RYLA Camp counselor, or – - excuse – excuse – excuse.” Nice try -  We all have the same 
number of hours in a day – it’s our personal and individual priorities that determine how we 
spend (or invest) those hours. 
 
Rotary offers outstanding opportunities for you to interact with the youth of our community – 
RYLA, Interact, Rotaract, Youth Exchange, Early Act, and/or  you can volunteer to help 
numerous youth organizations throughout your community and anywhere in the world. Now, 
don’t take this the wrong way - I know that many of you are already actively involved in youth 
activities and have been for some time. Thank you so much for what you already do. But, I bet 
there are some of you who say “ I did my part for youth when my kids were growing up and I’ve 
paid my dues – now it’s my turn to relax.”  That’s all well and good, and I can appreciate that, but 
the work with youth never ends. Do you realize that of the 7 billion people now on Earth, over 
half are under the age of 25. We have an obligation to ensure their “quality of life” is at least 
equal to or greater than ours. We can do that by staying involved – being there for them – sharing 
our experiences with them (both good and bad) – shaping their future in a positive way – 
allowing them to fail – teaching them to be independent -  explaining to them why our values are 
important to us – and in the end, helping build a brighter future for humanity.  All of this is why 
the Rotary Club of West El Paso will continue its focus on youth and their quality of life, above 
all else.  Yes your monetary donations are important – but your time is limited. Use it wisely and 
remember our motto:  “Service Above Self.”  The youth of the world need you. ��������
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Don’t Forget -  
Christmas Party – Friday – December 7, 2012 – Gerri Wootten’s Home -7:00pm 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
  
Dec. 3 – Monday –Club Meeting – Noon – Speaker from Latinitas whose mission is to empower young  
   Latinas through media and technology. http://laslatinitas.com/ 
 
Dec. 7 – Friday – Christmas Party – 7:00pm – Gerri Wootten’s Home - 6760 Gato Rd. El Paso, TX. 
 
Dec. 10 – Monday –Club Meeting – Noon – Speaker to be announced 
 
Dec. 11 – Tuesday – Stocking Stuffing with the El Paso “downtown” Club – 6:00am – at First Presbyterian  
   Church, 1340 Murchison Dr., El Paso, TX. – Volunteers Needed, followed by  
   the annual Children’s Christmas Party at the Coliseum. (More details to follow  
   at a later date.) 
 
Dec. 14 – Friday – Board Meeting – 7:30am – UBS Conference Room 
 
Dec. 15 – Saturday – Sunrise Rotary Club – Christmas Craft Project at YWCA Transitional Living Center 
   (Details to follow at a later date) 
 
Dec. 17 – Monday –Club Meeting – Noon – Candlelighters – Gift Baskets 
 
Dec. 24 – Monday – No Club Meeting – Christmas Holiday 
 
Dec. 25 – Tuesday – Merry Christmas 
 
Dec. 28 – Friday – Sun Bowl Team Luncheon – sponsored by the El Paso “downtown” Rotary Club. 
 
Dec. 31 – Monday – No Club Meeting – New Year’s Holiday 

 
Local Clubs, President's & their Meeting Times:  
El Paso "Downtown Rotary Club" - (Pres - Deborah Falknor) Meetings Thursday at Noon at The El Paso Community 
Foundation -333 North Oregon Street -1st Floor 
The Sunrise Rotary Club of El Paso - (Pres - Regina Gines) Meetings Wed at 7:00am Holiday Inn Sunland Park 
Rotary Club of El Paso Franklin Mountains - (Pres - Jackie Caton) Meetings Thursday at 6:00pm El Paso Community 
College - Transmountain Campus 
Rotary Club of East El Paso - (Pres - Joe Nebhan) Meetings Tuesday at Noon at Chihua’s Restaurant  
Northeast El Paso Rotary Club - (Pres - Jose Amezcua) Meetings on Friday at Noon at Golden Corral on 
Transmountain Road 
Rotary Club of El Paso - Vista Hills - (Pres - Hugo Noriega) Meetings on Wed at Noon at Vista Hills Country 
ClubCamino Real Club - (Pres - Juan Villalba)  Meetings Wednesday at 6:30pm at Camino Real Hotel 
Anthony Club - Meetings Thursday at Noon at Das Lagos Country Club 
 

 
 

 


